
 
 

Course Syllabus 
 
Course title: PT 501 Call & Cultivation 

Course description: A consideration of the elements that constitute a “biblical call to the ministry” and 
how the pastor may cultivate personal piety and godliness in his life. 

Course instructor: Jeffery Smith has been a fulltime pastor since 1990 and began ministering in 
Covenant Reformed Baptist Church, Easley, South Carolina, as a church plant 
since 1994.  He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree (B.A.) in Religion from Gardner 
Webb College and a Master of Divinity degree (M.Div.) from Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary.  He and his wife Kelly have five children, three 
boys and two girls.  The first two were born in 1991 (twins) and the last in 2003. 

Course credit: 2 credit-hours 

Course requirements: Student must satisfactorily complete the following course requirements: 

(1) Lectures The student must listen to all 24 lectures by Pastor Albert Martin “Essential 
Elements of Effective Pastoral Ministry: The Man,” and “The Call of the Man of 
God” either live or via audio/video format. 

(2) Reading The student must complete the following assigned reading: 

Required reading: 

Bridges, Charles. The Christian Ministry. Reprint, Carlisle: The Banner of Truth Trust, 
2001.  Read pages 1-173 [approx. 170 pages].  

Dabney, Robert L. “What is a Call to the Ministry?” in Vol. 2 of Discussions of Robert 
L. Dabney, Reprint, Carlisle: The Banner of Truth Trust, 1982.  Read pages 
26-46 [approx. 20 pages].  

Edwards, Jonathan. The Religious Affections. Reprint, Carlisle: The Banner of Truth 
Trust, 2001.  Read the entire book [approx. 380 pages]. 

Murphy, Thomas. Pastoral Theology. Reprint, Old Paths Publications, 1996.  Read 
pages 37-147 [approx. 110 pages]. 

Piper, John. When I Don’t Desire God: How to Fight for Joy. Crossway, 2004. Read 
entire book [approx. 270 pages].  

Spurgeon, Charles. “The Minister’s Self-Watch” in Lectures to My Students. Reprint, 
Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1972. [approx. 15 pages]. 

________. “The Call to the Ministry” in Lectures to My Students. Reprint, Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan, 1972. [approx. 20 pages]. 

________. “The Preacher’s Private Prayer” in Lectures to My Students. Reprint, Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan, 1972. [approx. 11 pages]. 

Recommended reading: 

Brooks, Thomas. Precious Remedies Against Satan’s Devices. Reprint, Carlisle: The 
Banner of Truth Trust, 1990.  

Carson, D.A. A Call to Spiritual Reformation.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1992.  

________. The Cross and Christian Ministry. Baker Books, 1993. 
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Hughes, R. Kent. Disciplines of a Godly Man, rev. ed. Wheaton: Crossway Books, 2001. 

Owen, John.  The Mortification of Sin. Reprint, The Banner of Truth Trust, 2004. Read 
the entire book. 

Piper, John. Desiring God. Multnomah Publishers Inc., 1996. 

________. The Pleasures of God.  Multnomah Publishers Inc., 2000.  

Whitney, Donald S. Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian Life. Colorado Springs: 
Navpress, 1991.  

The student may be allowed to substitute other reading for the requirements listed 
above, but he must obtain approval from his mentor and course instructor before 
doing so.   

(3) Book Reviews The student should prepare two book or article reviews from the required or 
recommended reading, each being between 3-5 pages in length double-spaced.  

(4) Term Paper When finished with the audio lectures and required reading, the student will write a 
final term paper on one of the following topics: (1) a biblical call to the ministry or 
(2) the pastor and his devotional life.  The paper must be 10-20 pages in length and 
will include a bibliography. (See Guidelines & Expectations for Students for writing 
format guidelines.) 

Course grading: 
 

Lectures = 10%; Reading = 10%; Book Reviews = 30%; Final Paper = 50% 
 

 
 
 


